MISCELLANEOUS NOTES 


23. ON THE OCCURRENCE OF CARPODACUS GITHAGINEUS 
IN KUTCH 


The justification for the inclusion of the 
Trumpeter Bullfinch in the Kutch Bird List was 
hitherto in doubt. It was first seen in recent 
vears on March 1, this year, by Mr. Navin 
Bapat, a member of the Pelican Nature Club 
of Kutch. According to him 30+ of these birds 
were present in the rocky ground near and 
overlooking the Khari River, west of Bhuj. On 
7.11.86 I saw 15+ birds which came to drink 
water from a hole lower down the southern 
side of a gully joining the river. Although 
there were pools of water in the main riverbed 
from which other birds came to drink water, 
the Trumpeter Bullfinches preferred to come 
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down only to the hole in the rocks. I should 
think the reason for this was their preference 
for settling on rocky surfaces. 


The nearest area where this bullfinch has 
been recorded more often is Sind. Dr. Salim 
Ali failed to come across it during his surveys 
in Kutch. However, interestingly enough, 
though Capt. C. D. Lester did not also see it 
himself, he has included in in the Kutch list 
at the end of the last or the beginning of the 
present century. Thus the present sight record 
of Carpodacus githagineus confirms the older 
one, and proves that it is a very rare visitor. 
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24. INDUCING SLEEP IN BIRDS 


A unique and interesting behaviour of birds 
was brought to my notice during a discussion 
I had with some former trappers of southern 
Rajasthan. The trappers used to secure their 
catch of Grey Jungle Fowl (Gallus sonneratii) 
by placing a small flat stone on the ear covert 
of birds. This used to send the birds to sleep 
and also stopped them from alerting other 
birds from the trap. They were later collected 
and sold in the market. To verify this, I tried 
out experiments on Domestic Fowl, Redvented 
Bulbul (Pycnonotus cafer) and House Sparrow 
(Passer domesticus) and later demonstrated 
them to Dr. Salim Ali and Mr. Humayun 
Abdulali, both leading ornithologists of the 
Bombay Natural History Society. 


A domestic fowl was made to lie on the 
ground and a small flat stone, weighing about 
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7 gm, was placed on its ear covert. The bird 
became inactive and went to sleep immediately 
and it was observed that the bird closed and 
turned its toes and moved its tarsus slowly in 
the air, while in sleep. The bird was allowed 
to sleep for about 45 minutes during which it 
was not secured by string. 

A small stone usually rolls off and thus 
becomes ineffective. A heavier stone weighing 
about 20 gm would hold on more firmly and 
would be more effective. A fingertip with 
slight pressure would also bring about the 
same result. 


The same technique was used on Redvented 
Bulbul and House Sparrow. It put them to 
sleep almost immediately and proved very 
effective. A small stone weighing 2.5 gm was 
used in these cases. 
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